Aldworth 6-4 "Her, Her and Him"
 
Ben Kiefer 3
Adrian Cole 2 LD
William Phoon 1 LD
 
Linda Dumont 2 WD
Martin Dawson 1
Norma Barrett 0 WD
 
Aldworth's 3 new young signings, at a combined age of just 34, got off to a fantastic start with victory in a friendly against a mixed away team from various clubs. The self titled "Her, Her and Him" team of Linda Dumont (Queens J), Norma Barrett (AWE B) and Martin Dawson (St Peters C) competed against the home team in a very close match which saw wins for every player on the night.
     Aldworth got off to the perfect start as Ben Kiefer (Son of St Peters' Simon Kiefer) came from 2-0 and a match point down to defeat the experienced Martin Dawson in 5 sets. Adrian Cole carried on the good start with a 3 set win over Norma Barrett to put Aldworth 2-0 up on the night. It was Linda Dumont who steadied the ship for the away team as she defeated William Phoon comfortably despite only just scraping the 1st set 12-10.
     Her and Her were picked for the doubles by their captain for the night who rested himself in order to recover for the next game. Norma and Linda turned the match into their style from the start as Adrian and William found it difficult to keep the ball safe and after a barrage of backhand winners from Linda they took the match in 4 sets to level at 2-2. Martin's rest didnt quite do as planned as Adrian took the match 3-1. Ben added his 2nd win of the night with an impressive 3-0 win over Linda who was struggling to control the fast forehand loops she was faced with.
     William Phoon won his 1st match after a tight 4 setter with Norma which could have gone either way. This result put Aldworth 5-2 up and on the brink of victory. Linda pulled a point back for the visitors after a nailbiting 5 set win over Adrian to stop him short of his first treble and the scoreline was narrowed further as Martin Dawson took control of his match against William to win in 4 for his first of the night, however Ben made sure of the result and a treble in his first ever match as he beat Norma in a close 3 set game.
 
It was a very enjoyable game to watch and the result looks very promising for Aldworth's growing list of juniors and more importantly, junior table tennis as a whole in Basingstoke.
 
Patrick
