Report on Hants Inter Town Tournament held at Andover on March 7th.

In the Men’s Division Basingstoke were represented by Sean Pickin, Tony Palaczcky and Steve Murgatroyd.
Two close defeats, both 4 – 2 against Bournemouth and Isle of Wight were followed by a crushing 6 – 0 victory over Andover left Basingstoke in third position.  Bournemouth were victors after count back of sets won. Tony won four out of 6 matches, Sean and Steve each winning three from 6 games, a very creditable performance against extreme strong opposition.

In the Vets A Division Basingstoke were represented by Peter Matthews, Norman Swift, Paul Rattue and Denise Weller.
A 5 -1 victory over Aldershot was followed by a 4 – 2 win against Portsmouth.  This set up the final match against Bournemouth as the deciding match and Bournemouth came through by the narrowest of margins, 4 – 2 to take the title.

This left Basingstoke in second position in their group.

Peter and Paul won all three Men’s doubles and Denise and Norman took all their Mixed doubles in their matches.

In the Vets Division B Basingstoke fielded Peter Martin, Tim Pang, Keith Dickenson and Sarah Whithorn.

Victories over Andover A and Bournemouth B left Basingstoke needing a draw against Andover B to win their group.  After leading 2 – 0, the match changed and Andover led 3 – 2.  Keith and Peter won the last match to give Basingstoke the draw needed to achieve their group win.  Sarah and Tim both scored two single victories and two mixed double victories during the afternoon.

In Vets Division C Basingstoke were represented by Ron Powell, Roger Bielby, Andy Jeffrey and Celia Hooker.

4 – 2 victories over Bournemouth C and Andover D saw Basingstoke in a tussle with Andover C for the title which they also won 4 – 2.

Celia Hooker was undoubtedly the star of the afternoon winning all of her three singles games and all three mixed doubles game with Roger.

It was a very well organised tournament in a good venue and everyone enjoyed the days play.   Well played Basingstoke.

Peter Martin, BDTTL Inter Town Secretary

