Ding Ding Round Two.....

 

So never having been one to stroll around the shops, let alone the sales at any time, even Christmas, Jonathan Evans dragged his support team off the comfy sofa and the final rounds of the mince pie eating competition, to Chesham on 30th December.

This time for the 2 Star U13, U15 and U17's. 

 

The first round of the U13's was a reasonably straight forward affair for Jonathan.  It was in the second round that Jonathan came up against Harry Lumb who, unfortunately for Jon, was still in good form from last week.  Jon losing, this time in four sets.

This took him to a strong fourth place playoff, against the always improving Alex Forshaw from Surrey and the determined Helshan Weerasinghe.  Alex started well and took the first set, causing Jon to raise his game, Jon taking the next three sets, to win 3-1. A tense tactical game followed against Helshan, Jon eventually winning 3-2, and taking fourth place from 25 entrants.  

 

There was a full entry of 27 for the U15's.  This time the first two rounds were fairly comfortable with only Surrey's Nick Soloman taking a set from Jon. This was to set up the three-way final which was to include a Hampshire clash with Southampton West's Lewis Creighton.

Lewis had recently beaten Jon in the Hampshire Closed and Jon was keen to re-adjust the balance.  After winning the first set 11-5, Lewis fought back to take a 11-13 win in the second. The third was close till Lewis edged out a 10-7 lead.  Never being one to give up Jon dug deep and took the set 13-11.  The forth set followed the same pattern, Lewis building a 10-8 lead only for Jon to dig deep again and take the set 12-10, and the match 3-1.

In the other final match against Ross Wilson, Jon continued to dominate at the table winning 3-0. So winning his second tournament in as many weeks.

 

And so to the U17's where Jon was one of the few U13's who had stayed on.  Again there was a straight forward opening round, before Jon came up against Ricky Weston and Hampshire's Francis Armitage, in the second round. 

In the first match Francis had a good win over Ricky.  Ricky was now determined not to lose again, however Jon had other idea's.  Jon took the first two 11-9, 11-7, before Ricky come back strongly to win the next two 5-11, and 3-11.  A close fifth set saw Jon's determination winning through to 11-7.

The only person keeping Jon from his second final was Francis Armitage. An ebb and flow match followed, Francis taking an early advantage before Jon came back to take the next two sets and then Francis took the forth.  The fifth set was all going Jonathan's way as he took a 6-1 lead.  Not having any of it, Francis came back strongly, but on this occasion not quite strongly enough, as Jon dug deep again and went on to win 11-9.

So to the second final of the day, but this time against two strong seventeen year olds: the number one seed, Cambridgeshire's Nick Rate and Bhuwan Sing Limbo from London Progress.  Surely, after two other age categories, time to recognise a match too far and just enjoy the experience. Not Jon.

Quite happy with the role of underdog, Jon went out to see if he could cause some surprises. After nearly losing the first set in a tie-break 12-14, Nick raised his game winning the second 11-6.  Again Jon came back in the third winning narrowly 15-13, before Nick's experience told out in the forth, 11-8, and the match 3-1.

The final match of the day was even closer, and instead of fading, Jon took Bhuwan Sing Limbo to five sets. In the fifth it could have gone either way with no player gaining a lead of more than two points. At 9-9 a cruel edge for Bhuwan, just tipped the set and the game in his favour. Jonathan was unlucky to finish third in the Under 17s.

 

An excellent end to 2006.

 

 
Barbara Evans

