Matthews masters his way to cup glory
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Peter Matthews lifted the master’s cup for the first time after coming through an intensely close group stage.

Group 1 which consisted of top seed and reigning champion – Sean Pickin, as well as Peter Matthews, James Wright and wildcard – Patrick Garlick looked to be just about going according to plan as Sean started off the night with a shaky 9-11 11-8 11-6 4-11 11-8 win over Peter. James then took control of a scrappy game with Patrick in 4 sets to set up an important and potentially decisive match with Matthews. The match went all the way to the 5th with Peter taking an early lead in the last end which he converted into a vital win which put him back in contention for a semi final spot.

Sean again failed to show his season’s dominance scraping through a very close match with Patrick 11-8 in the 5th. The upset of the group came when James Wright defeated the top seed in a vital 4 set match leaving himself and Sean on 2 wins each with Peter Still to play the last match of the group.

As things stood, whatever the outcome of the final game, James would already qualify for the semi finals leaving a potential sets count back between Matthews and Pickin for 2nd spot.

A 3-0 win for Peter over Patrick would see him top the group with James in second, a 3-1 win would see James top the group with Peter going through as runner up and a 3-2 win or worse would take Sean through in 2nd and leave Peter in 3rd. 

Surprisingly it was Patrick who got off to the better start taking the 1st set 11-8 and at 8-2 up in the 2nd set and 9-5 up in the 3rd, on the brink of knocking Peter out, Patrick twice let slip the lead, much to the relief of Matthews who wrapped up an 8-11 14-12 12-10 11-4 victory to book his place in the Semi Finals as runner up, leaving reigning champion Sean regretting not having won his two matches more comfortably.

In all it was a very tightly contested group with 27 of the possible 30 sets being played out.

In group 2 third seed Tony Palaczky stole the show, easily wrapping up 3 set wins over group favourite Paul Rattue, Steve Murgatroyd and wildcard - Alan Palaczky.

Paul squeezed through as runner up after a nail biting 5 set win over Steve and an 11-5 11-8 11-13 12-10 victory over Alan which was sweet revenge for Paul as in the previous week Alan became 1 of a “Short” list of just 6 people to have beaten him throughout the season.

Steve took 3rd spot after a 5 set match with Alan after coming back from 11-4 11-7 down to take the remaining games 4, 10 and 4

So the 1st semi final would see Group winner James Wright facing the tricky Paul Rattue. In their only previous meeting this season Paul came out on top so James was aware of the tough task ahead.

It was Paul who took the 1st set 11-6 but James battled back with an 11-9 set of his own. And after sharing the 3rd and 4th sets by the same margins it really was anybody’s game. James managed to edge ahead in the decider after some effective long serving in the Rattue backhand and just as Paul came racing back, James closed out the set 11-9 to seal his first ever masters cup final spot.

In the 2nd semi final of the night Group 2 winner Tony Palaczky who had not been tested all night came up against Peter Matthews and it was perhaps this lack of table time which contributed to a comfortable and very unexpected 6-11 8-11 9-11 loss. Peter, who was visibly tiring from his marathon group found himself lucky to stroll through to the finals so easily but would receive a breather before the final whilst the 2 losing semi finalists played off for 3rd place.

This could well have been the final, a match that had everything. Including a 19-17 win in the opener for Paul Rattue. The highlight of the 2nd set was a superb rally which resulted in Tony Palaczky counter smashing a winner against a barrage of Rattue forehands. The match went to the 5th set for the seventh time on the night and as Paul began to lose steam at 8-8 it was Tony who came though to take 3rd place  17-19 11-7 11-9 8-11 11-8 

Unlike most of the nights matches, the final was a relatively one sided affair with Peter adding to his group win over James with an 11-7 11-5 16-14 victory. James played some very brave shots in the 3rd set and saved 4 match points before Peter found the right serve to make James net the return giving Matthews, deservedly, his first ever masters cup title.

As a new name finally goes onto the trophy, the 12 match unbeaten run of Sean Pickin’s looks likely to stand for quite some time! Well done to all 8 players who took part. It was a fantastic night of table tennis which was contested, as always, with a great level of determination, effort and sportsmanship.

I look forward to the event in 2010/2011!

Patrick 

