Basingstoke Table Tennis Summer League 2011 – Week 8 – Monday 22nd August

The Basingstoke Table Tennis Summer League concluded in dramatic fashion this week with all 3 titles being decided on the last game of the night in all 6 matches.
Charlie Morrison put in a sensational performance as the Aldworth Aces lifted the Division 1 trophy with a 4-1 win over Jamie + Callum. Knowing that only a 4-1 win or better would be enough for the title, Morrison and team captain Patrick Garlick faced a tough task as the team’s previous meeting resulted in a narrow 3-2 victory for the Aces. This task was made harder after marathon 1st game of the night in which Morrison came back from 2-0 down to Callum Coombs only to lose 16-14 in the 5th.Both players blew several match points but it was Coombs who held his nerve at the end. Garlick levelled the match with a 3 set victory over Jamie Cole but then it was Morrison’s turn to feel the pressure of knowing a loss would end the title hopes. The comfortable win for Cole earlier in the season was not a good omen but Morrison stuck to his task well to take the opening 2 sets, however Cole quickly found his rhythm to take the next two sets 11-5 11-5. The 5th set went right to the wire before Morrison clipped the net at 10-9 to seal a shock victory at just the right time. Garlick put the Aces 3-1 up with another straight sets victory over Coombs to finish the season unbeaten, which meant that the title would be decided by the doubles. Jamie + Callum still had plenty to play for; needing the doubles point to take 3rd place in the league from How does he do that? However, the Aces were on top form and took the game in 3 sets to win the Division 1 title by just 1 point. Jamie + Callum ended the season in 4th but did a fantastic job in staying up in the top division throughout the season.
Bat to Basics just fell short of the title as with captain Gary Livingstone away for a 3rd week, the team had to field a slightly weaker side. How does he do that?’s Louis Webb got his team off to the perfect start with a 3-0 win over Rob Kirrage who looks to be a promising player in the winter league later this year. Tim Trebett was made to work hard against Josh Manson despite winning the first set 11-3. Manson responded by taking the 2nd set 11-5 and pushed Trebett all the way in the 3rd set before succumbing 12-10, he again pushed hard in the 4th set but Trebett’s experience saw him through to level the match at 1-1. Next up was the challenge of Webb who had, earlier in the season, beaten Trebett 11-9 in the 5th. Trebett however was on top form and looked comfortable throughout as he cruised to a 3-0 win to finish the season on an impressive 12 singles wins out of 16 put his team 2-1 up. Manson made a very cautious approach to his match with Kirrage with a heavily defensive style and it paid off as he took a comfortable 3 set win putting his team 1 point away from sealing 3rd place in the division. Trebett and Kirrage started the doubles well, taking it 12-10 but it was quickly apparent that they would have to step it up a gear as Webb/Manson hit straight back with an 11-1 win in the 2nd set. The Bat to Basics pair regrouped but could not get back to the performance they showed in the opening set as they went down 11-6, 11-8. 1 more point on the night would have put Bat to Basics level at the top of the table and, with a better sets difference than the Aldworth Aces it would have meant the title was theirs but it was just out of reach on the night. How does he do that? finished the season in an impressive 3rd place and both Josh Manson and Louis Webb look well warmed up for the start of the Winter league next month.
In the 2nd Division, The Penhold Dynamo’s took the title by the narrowest of margins despite a 3-2 loss to bottom of the table Durrr. Nick Cheng stormed ahead in the opening game to take a 2 set lead over Dominic NG but could not keep up the pace as Dominic hit back to take it 7-11, 10-12, 11-5, 11-5, 11-7. Knowing they would need to start taking points to keep their title challenge alive, The Dynamo’s number 1 player Steve NG made no mistake in sealing a 3 set victory over his son Ryan, ending Durrr’s slim hopes of silverware. Next up was Cheng, looking to continue the charge for the title but he was halted at 11-9 in the 5th set as Ryan NG came back from 2-1 down to take victory. Dominic, who had already caused a couple of upsets this year, added another to his tally with a spectacular 3-0 victory over his father Steve, who had not lost a game since dropping to the 2nd division. This meant that The Penhold Dynamo’s would need to win the doubles to go level on points at the top and with their superior sets difference it would be enough to take the title. NG and Cheng took the opener comfortably before being pushed all the way in the 2nd set, eventually taking it 13-11. The NG brothers then pegged the Dynamo’s back by taking a nervy 2 sets, both by 12-10 to take the game down to the decider. Both pairs took an understandably cautious approach but the titanic battle was eventually won 13-11 by the Penhold Dynamo’s who were crowned champions of Division 2. Durrr finished in 4th place but only 2 points behind the champions and their promotion to the division earlier in the season was an achievement in itself.
AMCA took the runners up spot in division 2 after a close battle with the 3rd place Speedsters. Matt Wilson got his team off to the perfect start with a 3 set win over Paul Speed before Alan Lipscombe levelled the match with a 4 set win over AMCA substitute Mike Jones. Jones was then involved in a fierce battle with Speed in which Jones took the opening 2 sets before being brought back level. Unfortunately Speed seemed to run out of steam in the 5th set eventually losing it 11-2 to give AMCA a 2-1 lead. This meant the Speedsters could not afford to lose another game or their chances of ending the season with a trophy would be gone. It was Matt Wilson that ended their hopes with a devastating attacking display in a 3 set win over Alan Lipscombe. Even though the Speedsters personally had nothing left to play for, they still had a big say in the outcome of the title. A doubles win for AMCA would make them champions whereas a win for the Speedsters would hand the title to the Penhold Dynamo’s. Wilson and Jones started in perfect fashion by taking the 1st set comfortably but the Speedsters pair who have looked so impressive all season in the doubles came storming back to shock a disappointed AMCA in 4 sets. This left the Speedsters finishing in 3rd place, 1 point behind both the champions and runners up which was a fantastic effort for a team who began the league in the bottom division.
The Biscuit Eaters left it late to take the division 3 title. After losing an 8 point lead over the last 2 weeks, they found themselves having to outscore their rivals on another table to take home the winners’ trophy. Celia Hooker got off to a visibly shaky start by losing the opening set to Martin Dawson however she settled the nerves to take the remaining 3 sets 11-6, 13-11, 11-5 for the first point out of a clear target of all 5. Bill Bavister in contrast to his team mate made a confident start to his first match and went from strength to strength as he outplayed Dipan Lakhani to take the match 11-6, 11-5, 11-2. Hooker looked to have settled her nerves as she went 1-0 up against Lakhani only for nerves to get the better of her again as she dropped the 2nd set. However the thought of losing the title from such a good position must have spurred her on as she turned the match back in The Biscuit Eaters favour by wrapping up the remaining 2 sets 11-5, 11-5. Bavister continued his successful night with a straight forward 3 set win over Dawson and with a game being dropped on their rivals table, it meant Hooker and Bavister would take the title if they won the doubles. But with a high success rate in doubles throughout the season it was always going to be a case of how easy were they going to finish off the match. A straight forward 3-0 did the job and Hooker and Bavister were relieved to take the title by just 1 point. The Reserves team which had been made up by subs throughout the season to even up the number of teams, finished in 3rd place, 11 points behind the champions.
Coaching Tigers took the runners up spot and condemned All at Sea to the wooden spoon as they defeated the division 3 strugglers 4-1. Sue Tompsett took both of her games in straight sets but it was Adrian Cole who had by far the livelier night of the Tigers. His first game of the night was against Linda Dumont who had taken her first win of the season last week. Cole looked comfortable as he took the first set 11-7 and even more so as the 2nd set went by 11-4. Dumont wasn’t going to go down without a fight and took the 3rd set before pushing Cole all the way in the 4th with it eventually going Cole’s way 14-12 for his 2nd win of the season. Jan Macdonald saved her best til last as she took her first win of the season in her final game against Cole. It was a superb recovery as she came back from 2-0 down to take one of the closest games of the season 10-12, 10-12, 12-10, 15-13, 11-6 after saving match points. The loss for Coaching Tigers meant they would have to settle for the runners up trophies regardless of the result of the doubles. However with both teams, proud of their achievements this season, battled to the very end with Cole and Tompsett defeating Dumont and Macdonald 11-3, 12-10, 10-12, 13-11 to end the season on a high.
Congratulations to the winners and runners up of all 3 divisions and my thanks go to all the teams who took part and also all the players who stood in as reserves throughout the season, making the league such a success. We hope to run an even bigger and better summer league next year so keep an eye out for information on the website come the end of the 2011-2012 main league season.
Patrick Garlick

