Basingstoke Table Tennis Summer League 2011 – Week 5 – Monday 1st August

The first half of the summer league season concluded in dramatic fashion this week with just 1 point eventually separating teams from promotion and relegation in both divisions.

In Division 1 Jamie+Callum, without a victory so far and needing an unlikely 4-1 win or better over relegation rivals - The Penhold Dynamo’s to beat the drop, looked doomed after going 1-0 down thanks to Steve NG’s 4 set win over Jamie Cole. However it was Callum Coombs who was to start the most sensational comeback of any team this season after defeating Nick Cheng 3-0 to level the scores at 1-1. Cole added another point to the team’s total with a 3-0 win of his own over Cheng but then it was Coombs who caused arguably the shock of all shocks this season with a stunning 11-9, 11-9, 11-7 win over NG to put his team 3-1 up meaning that relegation from division 1 would all be decided on the doubles. It was the Penhold Dynamo’s who took the first set 11-8 but Jamie+Callum composed themselves well to rattle off the next 3 sets 11-8 11-4 11-9 to ensure their survival and relegate NG and Cheng by just 1 point.
A promotion battle in Division 2 went the way of Durrr’s Ryan and Dominic NG. The Biscuit Eaters, who had led the way for the first 3 weeks of the season, were unlucky to find themselves the wrong end of a barrage of nets and edges in a match that would see the winners promoted and the losers remaining in the bottom division of the league. Ryan NG was the danger man taking both his singles games which included a close 4 set match with Celia Hooker. Dominic NG also helped himself to an impressive 4 set victory over Hooker. It was Bill Bavister that provided the only resistance in the singles matches with a well fought win over Dominic NG after coming back from 2-0 down to take the game 12-10 in the 5th. The Biscuit Eaters took a close 4 set doubles win but the 3-2 loss overall was not the result they were looking for. Although they stay in the bottom division after the split, with a 7 point lead over the rest of the field Bavister and Hooker look set for their first silverware of the season in the form of the Summer League Division 3 title.
Unbeaten Bat to Basics now have a commanding 5 point lead at the top of the 1st Division going into the 2nd half of the season after trouncing already relegated AMCA 5-0. Neither Matt Wilson nor John Upham could manage more than 8 points per set as they slipped to straight sets defeats in all 5 games. Gary Livingstone and Tim Trebett look like a very difficult pair to overcome but with Livingstone out for 2 weeks, perhaps it could make things interesting heading towards the end of the season. AMCA will be looking for a fresh start to the 2nd half of the season as they battle it out in what looks to be a very close race for the new division 2 title
The Speedsters finished the 1st half of the season at the top of Division 2 after a solid 3-2 win over Coaching Tigers. The pressure was off before the night started with the pair knowing even a 3-2 loss to the struggling Tigers would be enough for promotion. Sue Tompsett took her best win of the season so far with a 3 set win over Alan Lipscombe, breaking his unbeaten streak in the division with a fine attacking display. Both Lipscombe and team captain Tom Speed took the points they required with straight sets wins over an improving Adrian Cole. The 4th game of the night stood out as the most competitive with Sue Tompsett sealing her double on the night with a 5 set win over Speed after coming back from 2-1 down.  Lipscombe and Speed teamed up to continue their unbeaten doubles run with a comfortable 3-0 win over Tompsett and Cole. Although level on points at the top of the table, The Speedsters finished top by way of a better sets difference over Durrr. Coaching Tigers are best placed as they look set for a 3 way scrap for the 3rd division runners up spot now that the divisions are splitting into 3.

A bottom of the table clash in Division 2 between the Reserves and All at Sea saw an impressive Reserve team take their first win of the season. Mike Wood and Jared Binner stepped in as probably the strongest pairing the team have had but both fell to the unbeaten tricky George White in 3 sets. Martin Dawson, without part-time cheerleader and full-time wife Janet this week, struggled to build on the success of his doubles win last week as he fell to both Wood and Binner. The All at Sea pair started the doubles well with an 11-7 first set but Binner and Wood found momentum to take the remaining 3 sets 11-7, 11-5, 11-8 and the match 3-2. It now leaves All at Sea at the bottom of the table on 7 points with both the Reserves and Coaching Tigers only 2 points ahead in the battle for the new division 3’s runners up spot.
How does he do that? took a useful 3 points over the Aldworth Aces to go within 1 point of the 2nd placed Aces. Both Josh Manson and Louis Webb took straight sets wins over Charlie Morrison but bar a slight hiccup in the 2nd set against Webb, Patrick Garlick took his 2 singles wins against the pair with relative ease to even things up at 2-2. The doubles proved to be the game of the match with Manson and Webb coming back from 2-1 down to take the vital point with a nail biting 12-10 victory in the 5th and final set of the match. Both teams will be looking for big wins next week to try and close down the big lead that Bat to Basics have at the top of the new division 1.
	
	Division 1

	
	 
	P
	W
	L
	F
	A
	Sets For
	Sets Against
	Sets Difference
	Points

	1
	Bat to Basics
	5
	5
	0
	20
	5
	67
	21
	+46
	20

	2
	Aldworth Aces
	5
	3
	2
	15
	10
	49
	39
	+10
	15

	3
	How does he do that?
	5
	3
	2
	14
	11
	46
	49
	-3
	14

	4
	Jamie + Callum
	5
	1
	4
	11
	14
	48
	48
	0
	11

	5
	Penhold Dynamo's
	5
	2
	3
	10
	15
	38
	46
	-8
	     10   R

	6
	AMCA
	5
	1
	4
	5
	20
	22
	67
	-45
	      5    R

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Division 2

	
	 
	P
	W
	L
	F
	A
	Sets For
	Sets Against
	Sets Difference
	Points

	1
	Speedsters
	5
	5
	0
	17
	8
	59
	32
	+27  
	      17   P

	2
	Durrr
	5
	4
	1
	17
	8
	60
	34
	+26
	      17   P

	3
	The Biscuit Eaters
	5
	3
	2
	16
	9
	56
	33
	+23
	16

	4
	Coaching Tigers
	5
	1
	4
	9
	16
	37
	54
	-17
	9

	5
	Reserves
	5
	1
	4
	9
	16
	34
	58
	-24
	9

	6
	All at Sea
	5
	1
	4
	7
	18
	23
	58
	-35
	7


The top 4 in the first division will now form a new division 1 and keep all points so far going into the 2nd half of the season where they play each other 1 more time for the title. The bottom 4 in the bottom division now form a new division 3 and keep all points so far in the battle for the div 3 title. Relegated Penhold Dynamo’s and AMCA will form a new division 2 along with promoted Speedsters and Durrr where they will play each other once in the fight for the division 2 title. The Dynamo’s currently top the table on 3 points by way of their 3-2 victory over AMCA earlier in the season. The Speedsters sit just behind by sets difference on 3 points over Durrr after carrying forward their 3-2 win over their fellow promoted team.
Here’s how the table’s finished for the 1st half of the season:
