Basingstoke Table Tennis Summer League 2011 – Week 1 – Monday 4th July

The Basingstoke table tennis summer league got off to a smashing start at Aldworth Science College this week with some incredibly tight matches. The 12 teams of 2, split into 2 divisions, were very evenly matched with 5 out of the 6 matches going down to the final game of the evening – the doubles.
In Division 1 Bat to Basics got off to a fine start with a hard fought 4-1 win over How does he do that? - the pairing of Louis Webb and Josh Manson. Gary Livingstone was given a scare by Manson after only just taking the 1st set 12-10 and losing the 3rd by the same score line, however Livingstone recovered well to take the match in 4. Webb was next up against Tim Trebett who, blowing off the cobwebs finally made a return to competitive table tennis after 3-4 years out of the game.  Easily the best game of the match, both players shared the opening sets in deuce before Trebett pulled ahead taking the 3rd 11-5. Webb then responded with an 11-5 of his own to take the game to a decider where he just edged it by the narrowest of margins 11-9. Trebett responded well with a closely fought 3 set win over Manson and with the win in the bag, Bat to Basics finished off the night with 12-10, 11-9, 11-6 victory in the doubles.
The Aldworth Aces pair of Patrick Garlick and Charlie Morrison earned themselves a 3-2 win over another of the summer leagues junior pairing’s – Jamie Cole and Callum Coombs. Cole got the team off to a great start taking the first 2 sets comfortably against Morrison. However Morrison responded well with a tight 11-9 set before pushing Cole all the way to 12-12 where he just ran out of luck in the 4th set. Garlick evened up the scores with relative ease after a straight forward 3 set win over Coombs. The momentum looked to be shifting in the Aldworth Aces favour as Garlick took the 1st set 11-4 against Cole but a stunning fight back saw Cole even things up in the 2nd set making Garlick work for every point. Garlick began to find some form towards the end of the game taking the 3rd and 4th sets to put his team 2-1 up overall. Coombs helped himself to a 3 set win over an out of sorts Morrison which left the match evenly poised going into the doubles. Both pairs almost let big leads slip but recovered to share the opening 2 sets before Garlick and Morrison played a steady game to take the 3rd 11-8. Shot of the night, an audacious full-stretch diving forehand winner from Garlick in the 4th set left Cole and Coombs visibly shocked as they failed to capitalise on their service points and after some sharp returning from Morrison, the Aldworth Aces were victorious.
The Penhold Dynamo’s – Steve NG and Nick Cheng took on the strong AMCA team of Matt Wilson and John Upham and came out on top with a 3-2 victory. NG made a strong start against Upham taking the opener without dropping a set. It was the 2nd game however, where AMCA got themselves back into the match, Wilson defeating Cheng by the same score line. Cheng stayed on the table for his 2nd match of the night which saw a spirited performance from Upham take the game 11-7 in the 5th giving AMCA a 2-1 lead in the match. NG then levelled things for the Dynamo’s with some tricky serving and consistent pushing which left Wilson with no option but to attack perhaps one ball too many in the majority of rallies. The straight sets win left the match in the balance going into the final game of the night. The Penhold Dynamo’s combination of differing grip and heavy spin were too much for Wilson and Upham with the game and the match going the way of NG and Cheng 
In Division 2 the fantastically named Biscuit Eaters staged an impressive comeback over the Reserves - Blagbrough sisters Zoe and Amy in a match that saw wins all round. Amy began the night taking a massive scalp with a shock 3-1 win over Celia Hooker 11-9, 11-9, 9-11, 11-9. Some steady play combined with relentless counter attack caused the upset of the night. It was down to the defensive wall that is Bill Bavister to level matters against the older of the Blagbrough sisters, but Zoe made sure her team would go 2 games up with a very controlled and patient all round display defeating Biscuit Eater Bavister 11-9 in the 5th set. So it was up to Hooker to save the match and start the comeback which she did with a fine 4 set win over Zoe, the only wobble coming in the 3rd set. Determined not to go away empty handed on the night, Bavister drew the Biscuit Eaters level with a fantastic 3 set, defensive display over Amy meaning another match would not be decided until the doubles. After scraping the first 2 sets 11-9, Bavister and Hooker sealed a stunning comeback by taking the 3rd set 11-4 and the match 3-2
Elsewhere in the 2nd Division, it was a family affair as Speedsters father and son duo – Tom and Paul Speed made a decent start to their campaign with a 3-2 victory over junior brothers Ryan and Dominic NG. Tom beat Dominic 3 straight with the younger of the NG’s almost taking 2 of the sets but losing out in deuce both times. Older brother Ryan got things back on track with a 4 set win over Paul before facing the experienced Tom Speed in a match that could have gone either way. Tom took the first 2 sets quite comfortably and looked to be heading for the chair early until Ryan found some form to squeeze through 11-9 to narrow the deficit. However experience shone through over youth on this occasion with Tom taking the 4th set 11-9 to put the Speedsters on the brink of victory. It was a topsy-turvy game between Paul and Dominic which saw sets won comfortably in both directions before Dominic kept cool to take the decider 11-9 with the doubles left to separate the 2 teams. An epic encounter, perhaps somewhat spoiled by a one sided 3rd set meant that Durrr’s young pairing will have to wait for their first victory of the season as they lost out on an agonisingly close game 11-9, 11-9, 3-11, 9-11, 11-9
And to round up the opening week’s play there was battle of beginner/experienced combinations as the team of All at Sea got off to a winning start with a 3-2 victory over Coaching Tigers Sue Tompsett and young Adrian Cole. Tompsett took a steady approach to the opening game but with George White taking the 1st set in the closest battle of the night 17-15. After a 11-4 second set loss Tompsett came back with a tactical approach to take the 3rd 11-6, however it proved to be not quite enough as White finished off the game with an 11-6 of his own. Next up for the Tigers was Cole who roared into action, overcoming debutant Jan Macdonald in a tense 3 set game winning 11-5, 11-9, 11-9. Staying on for her 2nd match, Macdonald gave a visibly enjoyable effort with Tompsett’s experience ensuring All at Sea would have to make a comeback in order to take the match. The king of the funny bats – George White was far too much for Cole’s ever improving game, taking all 3 sets despite some spirited attacking play by the junior. This meant that again the match would go down to the last game of the night and these four really did save the best til last. Probably the most tactical doubles of the week saw Macdonald taste her first success with White after coming from 2-1 behind to take the game and match with 12-10, 13-11 4th and 5th sets .
A thoroughly enjoyed 1st week all round with almost every player finding success in either singles or doubles on the night. Don’t forget, tables are also available for open practice from 7:30pm-10pm at a very low cost of £1 per session for 2010/11 league members and £2 for non-league members. The Aldworth bar is also open until 11pm for post-tt drinks. Any help setting up from 7pm would be greatly appreciated

Patrick Garlick
